
Baldwin County Commissioners 
Regular Meeting 
January 16, 2018 

6:00 p.m. 
 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Baldwin County Commissioners was held Tuesday,  
January 2, 2018, at 6:00 p.m., Baldwin County Courthouse, Suite 319, 121 North 
Wilkinson Street, Milledgeville, Georgia with Chair Tommy French presiding. 
 
Members Present: Tommy French 

John Westmoreland 
Emily C. Davis 
Sammy Hall 

   Henry Craig 
 

 
Also Present:  David McRee 
   Dawn Hudson 
   Cindy Cunningham 
   Carlos Tobar 
 
 
Call to Order  
 
Chair Tommy French called the January 16, 2018 Regular Meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Commissioner Emily C. Davis made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 2, 
2018 Regular Meeting as submitted.  Commissioner Henry Craig seconded the motion  
and it passed unanimously. 
 
 
Amendment to Agenda 
 
Commissioner Emily C. Davis made a motion to amend the Agenda to add discussion 
of property acquisition to the Executive Session along with pending and potential 
litigation.  Commissioner Sammy Hall seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
 
Air Evac 
 
Mr. Joe Phillips, Program Director, and Ms. Katie Benzur, Membership/Sales presented 
information about Air Evac, specifically detailing the membership program and the 
$65.00 per year membership fee which covers transport of everyone living in a 
household.  They presented information about their involvement in the community and 
their outreach services such as Stop the Bleed Campaign and CPR training.   
 
Ms. Benzur provided her contact information for those interested in the membership 
program. 
 
 
Rotary Club Peach Monument 
 
Chair Tommy French stated the Rotary Club has requested that this item be postponed 
until a later date. 
 
 
Aquatic Facility Committee Recommendations  
 
Chair French stated that each Commissioner was asked to present two names of 
citizens from their district to serve on the Aquatic Facility Committee which will serve as 
a planning committee for a proposed aquatic facility to address such things as the type 



of facility to be built to meet the needs of the entire community, location, potential 
partners, stakeholders, potential revenue and expenses. 
 
The following names were submitted:   
 
Commissioner Craig – Cindee Edwards & Steven Wright 
Commissioner Davis - Kristina Snyder, Benjamin Lewis & Jason Arnold 
Commissioner Hall – Peggy Chester & Richard Greene 
Vice Chair Westmoreland – Crawford Finley, Hance Patrick, Harry Keim  
Chair French – Bryce Shows, Joann Clarke & Geneva Chapman  
 
Mr. Isaac Ferrell stated he was interested in the proposed facility and volunteered to 
serve on the committee. 
 
Ms. Stephanie McClure thanked Commissioners for forming a committee for the aquatic 
facility and asked that the County move forward in a timely manner with this project. 
 
Commissioner Henry Craig made a motion that a timeline be set to have the first 
meeting within the next two weeks.  Commissioner Emily Davis seconded the motion 
and it passed unanimously. 
 
 
Resolution Establishing Qualifying Fees 
 
Assistant County Manager / Finance Director Dawn Hudson reported the County is 
required by law to fix and publish a qualifying fee for each County office to be filled in 
the upcoming election on or before February 1 of any year in which a general primary, 
non-partisan election, or general election is to be held.  Qualifying feels are set based 
on 3% of the gross salary of each office.  The offices to be elected in calendar 2018 and 
respective qualifying fees are: Solicitor General - $3,242.00; State Court Judge - 
$1,782.00; and Board of Education Districts 1 & 5 - $108.00.  Ms. Hudson presented, 
for the Board’s consideration, a Resolution setting qualifying fees.   
 
Commissioner Henry Craig made a motion to approve the Resolution setting qualifying 
fees as presented.  Vice Chair John Westmoreland seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 
 
A copy of the Resolution is herewith attached and made an official part of the minutes at 
pages _____ and _____. 
 
 
Committee Recommendations 
 
Chair Tommy French appointed Commissioner Emily C. Davis to serve on the Board of 
Health and the Recreation Committee.  He stated he would represent the County on the 
Executive Committee of the Middle Georgia Workforce Development Board.   
 
 
Old Business 
 
There was no old business to come before the Board. 
 
 
New Business 
 
There was no new business to come before the Board. 
 
 
County Manager’s Report 
 
County Manager Carlos Tobar presented the following report on his activities: 
Studied County budget and funding sources; drafted a resolution for IPMC; toured 
Recreation Department facilities, Extension Office and a portion of Central State 
Hospital; inspected clock tower to order to obtain estimate of repair costs; met with 
Airport Advisory Committee; met with representative of Georgia College to discuss  
 



suggested changes to Animal Control Ordinance; discussed possibility of developing  
a County Facebook page to help keep citizens informed; reported GEMA webinar would 
be held that evening regarding inclement weather and whether the Courthouse would 
need to open at a later time or not at all; stated Road Department is currently spreading 
sand on bridges in anticipation of icy conditions. 
 
Commissioner Emily C. Davis made a motion to authorize the County Manager and 
staff to design a County Facebook page.  Commissioner Sammy Hall seconded the 
motion. 
 
Commissioner Craig suggested that Commissioners be involved in the development of 
a County Facebook page and that a policy be prepared outlining how items would be 
put on Facebook page, who has access to put items on the page and who would be 
responsible for approval of matters to be posted on page. 
 
Chair Tommy French asked County Manager Carlos Tobar to develop a draft policy of 
procedures for the Facebook page and to meet with Commissioners Craig and Hall to 
review the proposed policy before it is presented to the full Board. 
 
 
Public Comments for Non-Agenda Items 
 
Mr. Gerald Medicis, 193 Pebble Hill Road, addressed the Board stating his opposition to  
the IPMC and more regulations being imposed on citizens.   
 
Mr. Melvin Cleveland expressed his concern about the timeline of putting the IPMC in 
place.  He stated he felt the IPMC should be clear and precise so that citizens can 
understand what is being proposed and so they can be involved in this process. 
 
Chair French responded that citizens input will be solicited once a draft policy is in 
place. 
 
 
Executive Session 
 
Commissioner Henry Craig made a motion to adjourn into Executive Session at 6:40 
p.m. to discuss pending and potential litigation and property acquisition.  Commissioner 
John Westmoreland seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
 
Regular Meeting 
 
Commissioner Henry Craig made a motion to reopen the Regular Meeting at 7:40    
p.m.  Commissioner Emily C. Davis seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
 
Adjournment 
 
Commissioner Emily C. Davis made a motion to adjourn the January 2, 2018 Regular 
Meeting at 7:42 p.m.  Commissioner Henry Craig seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Tommy L. French 
Chair  
 
 
 
Cynthia K. Cunningham 
County Clerk 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


