
 
 

Baldwin County Commissioners 
Regular Meeting 

April 19, 2016 
6:00 p.m. 

 
 

 
The Regular Meeting of the Baldwin County Commissioners was held Tuesday, April 
19, 2016, at 6:00 p.m., Baldwin County Courthouse, Suite 319, 121 North Wilkinson 
Street, Milledgeville, Georgia with Chair Sammy Hall presiding. 
 
 
Members Present: Emily C. Davis  

Tommy French 
Sammy Hall 

   Henry Craig 
   John Westmoreland 
      
Also Present:  Ralph McMullen 
   Dawn Hudson 
   Cindy Cunningham 
    
    
 
Call to Order 
 
Chair Sammy Hall called the April 19, 2016, Regular Meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Commissioner Henry Craig made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 5, 2016, 
Regular Meeting as submitted.  Vice Chair Emily C. Davis seconded the motion and it 
passed unanimously. 
 
 
Federal Grant Application for Family Treatment Court 
 
Judge Phil Spivey addressed the Board regarding an Office of Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention FY 2016 Family Drug Court Implementation and Enhancement 
Program Solicitation.  He stated Baldwin County would serve as fiscal agent if the grant 
is awarded; no County funding is requested, and the twenty-five (25%) required match 
will be provided though in-kind services.  He stated the maximum application amount is 
$400,000 over a three (3) year period. 
 
Judge Spivey requested the following three items:  a County technical assistance letter 
for the Regional Commission to assist with the grant application; a letter of support for 
the application; and authorization to submit the application. 
 
Vice Chair Emily C. Davis made a motion for approval of a technical assistance request 
letter, a letter of support and the submission of the application.  Commissioner Henry 
Craig seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
 
Update on Safe Property Standards Violation Cases 
 
Mr. Marion Nelson presented an update and follow-up on safe property standards 
violation cases.  He made a powerpoint presentation outlining various cases that had 



previously been unresolved.  He stated all cases that he was working on have been 
resolved except one property.   
 
Mr. Nelson commented that these type cases and violations are works in progress.  He 
thanked Solicitor General Blackwell for her assistance in bringing closure to these 
matters and thanked Commissioners for their support. 
 
 
Bids for Landfill, Phase 3, Closure Construction 
 
County Manager Ralph McMullen presented a letter of recommendation from Engineer 
Robbie Blanton of Oasis Consulting Services regarding bids for closure construction at 
the Landfill.  Mr. McMullen stated bids for Phase 3 Final Closure Construction were 
received on February 24th with all bids coming in above cost outlined in the financial 
assurance.  Concurrent with the bidding process, the Alternate Final Cover Minor 
Modification package was submitted to Georgia EPD for review.  Normally, the bidding 
process would not have taken place until after the permitting process was complete; 
however, in order to meet the terms of the EPD Consent Order, advertisement for bids 
needed to occur by January 14, 2106.   
 
Mr. Blanton recommended that all bids received should be rejected and no award be 
made in order to allow time for the permitting process.  Once the permitting process is 
complete, the County would then be able to re-advertise the final closure project. 
 
Vice Chair Emily C. Davis made a motion to accept the engineer’s recommendation and 
to reject all bids for Phase 3 Final Closure Construction at the Landfill.  Commissioner 
Tommy French seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
 
Old Business 
 
There was no old business to come before the Board. 
 
 
New Business 
 
Commissioner Craig reported that he has been contacted by residents of the airport 
neighborhood regarding timber cutting in the area.  He stated speculation is the runway 
will be extended, Lakeport Road will be relocated or there is a large development 
coming to the area.  Commissioner Craig stated there have been no permits issued for 
any of these to take place.  He stated the property owner has simply exercised his right 
to cut the timber from his property. 
 
Commissioner Westmoreland stated there is a great deal of timber being harvested 
throughout the County, and he asked that Commissioners be kept informed of what is 
going on in the County in case they are asked by citizens.   
 
County Manager McMullen expressed his and Commissioners’ appreciation to County 
Departments, especially Public Works and Water/Sewer departments as well as law 
enforcement for their hard work assisting the City when a major water line break 
occurred in the City.  
 
 
County Manager’s Report 
 
County Manager McMullen stated a groundbreaking ceremony will be held at the Airport 
in the near future for the apron and fuel farm projects.  He stated that once information 
is finalized it will be sent out.  He thanked employees for their prompt action on Irwinton 
Road with a water issue when a large function was taking place at Lockerly Arboretum.  
He reported the veterans’ sidewalk project is moving forward. 
 



Commissioner Westmoreland requested an update on Five Start project.  Mr. McMullen 
responded that rock was hit during the road bore which required blasting and hand 
boring.  He anticipates the project should be finished within approximately 2 – 3 weeks. 
 
 
Public Comment Period for Non-Agenda Items 
 
Mr. Ruben Johnson addressed the Board regarding the inconvenience of solid waste 
disposal centers.  He stated he felt the hours of operation are odd, and the boxes are 
always full.  
 
Chair Hall responded the original contract only kept (3) centers open; however, this was 
revised and there are currently six (6) centers in operation.  He stated the Solid Waste 
Contract outlining procedures of operation will be reviewed in the next few months.   
 
Mr. McMullen requested assistance from County solid waste customers to place all 
household waste in curbside bins for pickup rather than disposing of it at the centers.  
The County currently pays by number of bins/customers as well as amount of garbage 
hauled from convenience centers. 
 
 
Adjournment 
 
Commissioner Tommy French made a motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 6:50 
p.m.  Vice Chair Emily C. Davis seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Sammy Hall 
Chair 
 
 
 
 
Cynthia K. Cunningham 
County Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 


